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in the lack of clearly defined proportions of the different
parts of buildings, and the maladjustment of decorations
and architectural design. The decorations here are not
accessories which emphasise and beautify the architectural
parts, but really the dominant element which overshadows
and distorts the architectural design, and merely uses
it as a background for showing itself. The general
design of the buildings also lacks that simplicity, refinement,
and vigour which characterise the classic monuments of
Central Java. We find complexity and vastness without
either grandeur or vigour, and elaborate technical skill
without refinement or beauty. There are;, no doubt, exceptions,
but they merely serve to prove the general rule.

From a strictly historical point of view the art of
Eastern Java has a great importance. If art is viewed
primarily as an expression of nation's mind and character,
and an index of its culture, faiths, and beliefs, the art of
Eastern Java is more truly a Javanese art than that of
Central Java, which is far more Indian than Javanese,
Stutterheim and others have very rightly stressed this point,
and we must divest our minds of all pre-conceived notions of
aesthetic values and forms of art, if we are to judge correctly
the meaning of East Javanese art and estimate it at its proper
worth. It will not, for example, take us long to recognise
that the grotesque forms of relief-figures reflect admirably
the same mentality, and perhaps also the same belief in a
theory of magic, which has led the people to take delight
for centuries in the similar fantastic figures of Wayang.

But if we are to judge the Eastern Javanese art by
generally accepted notions of aesthetic values and forms,
without which no abstract criticism or general appreciation
of art, apart from ethnology, is possible, we cannot but
regard it as a steady degradation from earlier traditions.
The great gulf that separates the two gives us a fair measure
of the immensity of the task that confronted the Indians
when they undertook to civilise the people of Java.
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